
Motion to Council to safeguard the crematoriums viability. 

This Council is extremely concerned about the traffic congestion that already exists 

in Old Torrington Road, Sticklepath hill and the Cedars Roundabout. Vehicles find it 

extremely difficult to leave the area at busy times, and this will be greatly 

compounded by the construction and development of Larkbear Phase 1. 

The traffic congestion is appalling when large funerals take place, as queues stretch 

from the crematorium to the roundabout at the top of Sticklepath Hill. It is completely 

inappropriate to have one of the largest chapels in England, with such limited 

highway access, and the residents in Roundswell and surrounding areas have had 

enough. 

In planning approval for Larkbear 61119 the minutes state that; 

‘the delegated authority given to the Chief Planning Officer to apply appropriate 

conditions in consultation with Ward Members and that the following conditions be 

reflected in the s106 heads of terms in relation to the timescales to provide the 

relocation of the bus gate : 

a) within three months of the issuing of the decision notice, the applicants engage 

with the Crematorium to gain their views on the location, type and form of the 

required bus gate; 

b) within three months of the issuing of the decision notice the applicants submit a 

traffic regulation order application to Devon County Council; 

c) within nine months of the issuing of the decision notice the applicants construct a 

bus gate.’  (Deadline 26 June 2020) 

Part a & b have failed to be delivered, as the developer has not provided a full 

detailed drawing for the Gratton Way access . The deadline for part a & b was 26th 

December, and there has been no consultation with the crematorium. Devon county 

council have recently exclaimed that the process could take another year from now, 

as the traffic order has to be presented to several committees, and then go to public 

consultation. 

In the section 106 agreement, Schedule 6 of Planning Application 61119 – the 

County’s obligation to the owners states that; 

‘The County Council covenants to allow the Owners the continued and 

uninterrupted use of the Existing Gratton Way Bus Gate for the purposes of 

construction traffic for constructing the development until such time as the 

Development is practically completed.’ 

 



Here lies a serious anomaly within the planning documents and the agreements that 

have been set out in them. The current existing bus gate in Gratton Way is too small 

to be any use for the developer to route large construction vehicles through it. Once 

the traffic order is advertised to reposition the bus gate, Devon County Council have 

said that one access point will have a new bus gate system installed. If the bus gate 

stays in Gratton Way the developer will not have any access to Gratton Way for 

construction traffic. 

 

 

The development has now started, and nothing definitively concrete has been 

agreed as to how to deal effectively with the construction traffic, and the additional 

traffic movements which will result from the extra 234 houses. Fremington and 

Bickington have grown considerably, and are suffering from endless queues of 

traffic, and the hole situation is unsustainable.  

STATEMENT  

This Council believes that it is not acceptable for construction traffic to be directed up 

Old Torrington Road to Sticklepath Hill. This area and its neighbouring wards are 

extremely congested already, and the extra traffic will seriously harm public 

amenities. 

  



Regardless of the repositioning of the bus gate within Gratton Way or Old Torrington 

Road, and any hypothetical timescales attached to the traffic order.  

(marked in orange and blue respectively on the attached map) 

Neither access road in its own right, has the adequate capacity at their junction with 

the wider highway network to enable the extra traffic to leave the area efficiently. The 

added complications of the fluctuating funeral traffic only compound the issue. 

This council proposes the immediate evaluation of a slip road out of the bottom of 

Old Torrington Road to join the A39, to relieve the traffic congestion around 

Sticklepath hill and the Cedars roundabout. More importantly to safeguard the 

viability of the crematorium to deliver its services effectively, avoiding severe traffic 

congestion which will harm its tight schedules that it works to. 

The Crematorium should have at the least, emergency access to shut down the new 

bus gate system, to relieve extreme traffic congestion, and to protect its services. 

 

ACTIONS 

This Council urgently requests: 

a) An immediate meeting with all parties concerned regarding the routing of the 

construction traffic, to try and resolve the issues that have been highlighted. 

b) The County Council and planning department to provide a new realistic time 

scale for the works to be completed.    

c) The planning department consider an urgent amendment to the local plan, 

and evaluate the proposal presented. 

d) The County Council to consider urgent action at the next HATOC meeting to 

expedite changes to the bus gate. 

e) The County Council to evaluate the proposal of a slip lane (marked in red)  

out of the bottom of Old Torrington Road, to aid the traffic trying to leave the 

area. (diagram/map attached) 

f) The Council in conjunction with the County Council, need to formulate an 

action plan suggesting ways to deliver the highway infrastructure 

improvements that are already detailed in the local plan. 

 

Councillor David Knight.  


